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WALES ARE EUROPEAN TOUCH CHAMPIONS 





The Wales National Touch squad have reclaimed the title of European Touch Champions at the recent European Championships. In a tournament contested over 4 fiercely competitive days at the Bristol Academy of Sport, Bristol, Wales regained the European trophy they last held 8 years ago from old rivals England.





Wales took a squad of over 100 players, managers and physios to compete against 47 teams from 16 countries in what was the 8th and largest Championships to date. Over 800 competitors from traditionally strong nations England, Jersey, Ireland Scotland, France and Wales were joined by among others Germany, Spain, Belgium, Holland, Italy and Switzerland. Invitational teams travelling from as far as New Zealand and the Australia were also present.





Wales competed in all 6 categories reaching 5 of the 6 finals to be played. Wales won the tournament by virtue of the total points accumulated in each of the 3 open and 3 age-grade divisions. 





The highlight was undoubtedly the Men’s Over 35 who won their category over 9 hard fought games. The team, which included Olympic athlete Jamie Baulch, and driven on by player-coach Steve Higgs beat England in the final 3-2 in a sudden death ‘drop-off’.





The Men’s open squad beat a strong England team twice on their way to the final. With Captain Kieran Hopkins and the vastly experienced Russell Thomas in outstanding form, Wales put in a very brave performance before losing to Scotland 3-8 in the final.





There was a similar outcome in the women’s open final with Wales coming second to their England counterparts. In a titanic struggle, with youngsters Jo Jones and Cerys Ballett playing well alongside the likes of the experienced Miriam Evans and Philippa Tuttiett, Wales went toe-to-toe with the opposition before eventually going down 2-1.





The Mixed Open squad put in a brave performance in the final before losing to Ireland. With Gareth Revell, Siwan Gruffudd and Rhiannon Thomas standing out in a great team effort they eventually lost 6-7 in a nail-biting finish.





The Mens Over 40s team finished second losing 4-7 to their Ireland counterparts in the final while the Men’s Over 30s finished 3rd losing in a tight semi final game to France, before overcoming Scotland to win the 3rd/4th placed play-off.





Matt Enoch Development Director of the Wales Touch Association said “We are delighted to have regained the European title from England. It has been a long time coming. We took a group containing a mixture of experienced and new players, in what we believe is our best squad ever for a major championships. While other countries selected strategically to target specific categories we were able to field strong teams in all divisions, a real testament to the strength in depth we have in Wales. The players and management worked extremely hard in preparing for and competing at the tournament this success is just reward for the efforts they have all put in.”





The Wales squad have no time to rest, and will now begin preparations for next summer’s World Championships in Scotland. Matt Enoch continued “we are really looking forward to next year’s World Cup. This is the first time the championships have been held in Europe and gives us the chance to take the strongest squad possible to a World Cup and test ourselves against Australia, New Zealand and South Africa as the world’s best teams.” 





Note to Editors





For further information on touch in Wales, please visit � HYPERLINK http://www.walestouch.co.uk/ ��http://www.walestouch.co.uk/� or contact Matt Enoch WTA Development Director. Tel: 07983620962, email � HYPERLINK "mailto:matthew.enoch@wales.gsi.gov.uk" ��matthew.enoch@wales.gsi.gov.uk�





For full details of all results at the tournament � HYPERLINK "http://toucheuros.spawtz.com/SpawtzSkin/Fixtures/" ��http://toucheuros.spawtz.com/SpawtzSkin/Fixtures/�





Touch is one of the fastest growing participation sports in the world and is now played in over 60 countries worldwide. It is informal in nature and places the emphasis on fun and expression. It is played in the summer in male, female and mixed competitions and can be played by juniors through to those past their physical peak. 





The sport is well-established in the Southern Hemisphere where the minimal degree of contact and simplicity of the game makes it an ideal activity to be played by men, women and children of all ages and skill levels. It is one of the largest participation sports in both Australia & New Zealand and forms part of the school curriculum in both countries.





Touch was introduced to Wales in 1990 and there are now over 2000 players, both male and female, participating in a series of well-established local sessions, leagues and tournaments running throughout the summer months. From Swansea & Llanelli in the West, to Wrexham in the North and extending east into Cardiff and RCT.





The sport is governed and administered in Wales by the Wales Touch Association (WTA)





Although Touch is a sport in its own right, due to a number of similarities, Touch is sometimes referred to as touch rugby and can be a useful development tool for rugby. The small player numbers encourage maximum participation while the greater availability of space improves decision-making, communication, game awareness and requires greater precision in manipulating and exploiting this space. This is of particular benefit for Sevens rugby where the player-to-space ratios and the focus on the need for good core skills are similar.
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Attached Photo Details





Image 1: Miriam Evans moves the ball in Wales Women’s win against Scotland.





Image 2: Wales Men’s Captain Kieran Hopkins closes in to shut down a Scotland attack. 





Image 4: The Wales Mixed team line up for the anthem before their final against Ireland.





Image 6: Wales Women on the attack against Australia’s Cavendish Road team.





Image 7: Mixed team captain Gareth Revell attacks the scoreline against Ireland.








